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New Beginnings for Wales 2008

2008 will be an unprecedented year of new beginnings for higher education in Wales UK with four institutions – Aberystwyth University, Bangor University, Swansea University and Swansea Metropolitan University – all moving forward with new names. 
As well as announcing new names Wales higher education has been winning awards, launching new courses and opening new campuses. 

One of the world’s most prestigious awards, the 2007 Nobel Prize for Medicine was awarded to Professor Martin Evans, Professor of Mammalian Genetics at the School of Biosciences, Cardiff University. Professor Sir Martin was one of three winners for “a series of ground-breaking discoveries concerning embryonic stem cells and DNA recombination in mammals.” In 2007 Cardiff University also broke into the top 100 world universities for the first time. The university rose 42 places to become 99th in the world in the Times Higher Education Supplement. 

Aberystwyth University’s School of Management and Business became the first business school in Wales to secure MBM (Masters in Business and Management) accreditation from the Association of MBAs (AMBA) and one of only 20 business school world- wide. The award is for the two degree programmes – the MSc. (Econ) Management and MSc. (Econ) International Business Management. 

Some of the exciting new courses launched are Bangor University’s three new MSc/MBA’s in Marketing, Human Resource Management and Consumer Psychology & Decision Making, North East Wales Institute of Higher Education’s MSc in IT Consultancy, Swansea University’s MRes in Environmental Management and an MSc in Computing and Future Interaction Technologies, UWIC’s MSc in Management of Events, Hospitality, Leisure or Tourism and University of Wales Newport’s Telecommunications with Management. 

University of Glamorgan has opened its new city centre campus the Atrium which is home to the Cardiff School of Creative and Cultural Industries whilst the University of Wales Newport has announced more details of their plans for their new multi-million pound city centre campus in the heart of Newport. 

2008 will also see the opening of two new international study centres at Swansea University, University of Wales Newport and UWIC offering foundation programmes for international students.

Alongside its new initiatives Wales offers a number of top research specialisations in the country including an award winning Film School, the leading Civil Engineering department, the leading Optometry & Vision Sciences department, the leading Architecture school, two of the top rated Psychology schools, one of the leading International Politics departments, one of the top Materials Technology departments, three of the top Theology and Religious Studies schools and a world renowned Institute of Grassland and Environmental Research. 

Professor David Warner, Vice-Chancellor, Swansea Metropolitan University said, “2008 will see further exciting developments as universities and emerging industries in Wales collaborate to research new technologies, new materials, or new sources of energy. The universities have launched courses and developed research strategies to supply the necessary knowledge and skills sectors such as Sustainable Development, Automotive Technology and Biosciences. In particular the automotive technology courses and research in Wales offer a great insight to how higher education is at the heart of Wales as a knowledge economy. The world’s first motorsport degree was generated by Swansea Metropolitan University, (who are now developing programmes in Motorsport Manufacturing). It is programmes like this and the performance car technology programmes at North East Wales Institute of Higher Education that create graduates with the knowledge and skills to work in these exciting sectors. Similar programmes create exciting courses and research areas for Biosciences and Sustainable Development amongst others. 2008 is definitely the time to be a new student in Wales.”
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For free, high resolution pictures and further information about the Wales International Consortium (WIC), please visit www.walesinternationalconsortium.com or contact Sandra Bendelow, 01970 628627 or ssb@aber.ac.uk
The Wales International Consortium represents all of higher education in Wales. It was established in October 2003 and is committed to attracting international students into Wales. It is a unique example of an entire sector working collaboratively together, to achieve shared benefits for Wales. 
WIC works with partners of both national and international profile to enable the sharing of sharing of knowledge and best practice in international marketing and recruitment. 

Institutional members subscribing to WIC are:
Aberystwyth University, Bangor University, Cardiff University, North East Wales Institute of Higher Education, Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama, Swansea Metropolitan University, Swansea University Trinity College Carmarthen, University of Glamorgan, University of Wales Newport, University of Wales Institute, Cardiff and University of Wales Lampeter
WIC is co-funded by the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales

Other subscribers:

Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, British Council Wales and the University of Wales

